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Question for written answer E-009095/2015/rev.1 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Marina Albiol Guzmán (GUE/NGL), Javier Couso Permuy (GUE/NGL), Paloma López Bermejo 

(GUE/NGL) and Ángela Vallina (GUE/NGL) 

Subject: Decline in freedom of expression in Spain 

The journalist Yolanda Álvarez, until recently a Spanish Television (TVE) correspondent for the Middle 
East, has now been removed from her post following a statement issued by a spokesman for the 
Israeli Embassy in Spain in connection with her coverage of the Israeli attack on Gaza (claiming over 
2 000 mostly civilian lives) to the effect that she was from the outset effectively acting as a mouthpiece 
for Hamas, passing on messages, statistics, images and information on its behalf. 

Respect for the freedom and pluralism of the media is enshrined in Article 11 of the EU Charter of 
Fundamental Rights. What is more, in the Communication on the application of state aid rules to 
public service broadcasting, the Commission highlights the importance of the media in terms of 
upholding freedom of expression and pluralism and promoting public debate. 

Does the Commission think that the above decision contravenes the right to freedom of expression 
(which includes the freedom to receive and impart information and ideas), as provided for in the 
European Convention on Human Rights? 


