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Question for written answer E-010393/2015 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Mireille D'Ornano (ENF) 

Subject: Middle East Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 

Middle East Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus (MERS-CoV), which was first identified in 2012 in 
Saudi Arabia, has become a serious issue for South Korea.  

On 20 May 2015, the first case was diagnosed in South Korea. To date, the outbreak has left 20 
people dead and thousands in quarantine. Then, on 16 June 2015, Germany confirmed the death of 
one of its citizens from a MERS-Cov-related lung condition. No vaccine is yet available against the 
virus, which kills one in three people infected. 

Now that the virus has reached the EU, it has become a threat to the Member States, France in 
particular, and to the EU's neighbours. 

1. Does the Commission agree that managing borders more effectively, particularly by imposing 
stricter health checks on travellers arriving from the countries affected, would help protect 
Member State citizens? 

2. Given the answer to Written Question E-010801/2014, does the Commission intend to call on 
Member States to step up internal and external border checks in the EU? 


