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Question for written answer E-011340/2015 

to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative) 
Rule 130 

Alyn Smith (Verts/ALE), Bodil Valero (Verts/ALE), Molly Scott Cato (Verts/ALE), Ernest Maragall 

(Verts/ALE), Pascal Durand (Verts/ALE), Ivo Vajgl (ALDE), Javier Nart (ALDE), Izaskun Bilbao 

Barandica (ALDE), Ignazio Corrao (EFDD), Martina Anderson (GUE/NGL) and Fernando Maura 

Barandiarán (ALDE) 

Subject: VP/HR - Israeli Knesset bill restricting the independence of civil society 

In June 2015, Members of the Knesset from the newly-elected coalition government have introduced 
two draft laws that clearly undermine the independence of civil society in Israel. 

For the first time the ‘Foreign Agent Law’ intends to tax Israeli NGOs up to 37 % for any significant 
donation received from a public foreign political entity such as the EU and its Member States while no 
additional restrictions are foreseen on private foreign funding. In addition, such NGOs receiving public 
foreign funding will be required to wear identification tags as stipulated in the Obligation to Disclose 
Support by a Foreign Policy Entity Act. 

As stated in the EU Strategic Framework on Human Rights and Democracy ‘a vigorous and 
independent civil society is essential to the functioning of democracy and the implementation of human 
rights’ and the EU is ‘profoundly concerned at attempts in some countries to restrict the independence 
of civil society’. 

In addition to raising the issue during the EU-Israel Council meetings, what is the VP/HR effectively 
doing to protect the independence of Israeli civil society organisations in this unprecedented backlash?  

What does the VP/HR intend to do if Israel is to tax 37 % of EU taxpayers money for programmes 
which are essential to Israeli civil society? 


