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Question for written answer E-013486/2015 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Keith Taylor (Verts/ALE) 

Subject: Distortion of the market by confusing meat and dairy labels 

Intensive farming is now the norm for key food species in the EU. Reasonable estimates suggest that 
around 90 % of pigs reared for meat in the EU are housed in barren systems (around 220 million pigs 
annually). Similarly around 90 % of broiler chickens in the EU are produced in standard intensive 
systems (around five billion annually). The dairy picture is more complex, but statistics show that dairy 
farming is becoming more intensive, which in some countries is often associated with an increase in 
the time spent indoors and zero-grazing. 

While farming methods have changed, public perceptions of farm systems have not kept pace. There 
appears to be a strong disconnect between people’s assumptions about European farming systems 
and the methods of production actually employed by most European farmers. 

Consumers are confused, explicitly or implicitly, over the farm systems used to produce their meat and 
dairy foods1. This is important because labels influence consumer behaviour directly at point of sale. 
They can have a potentially significant adverse economic impact on those producers operating to 
higher welfare standards because they disturb natural consumer preferences, preventing the market 
place from operating efficiently. 

Does the Commission agree that confusing meat and dairy labels distort the market place at the 
expense of higher animal welfare products? 

                                                      
1  http://www.labellingmatters.org/images/LM-RESEARCH-TWO-BRIEFING-FINAL-1.pdf 


