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Question for written answer E-014030/2015 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Pablo Zalba Bidegain (PPE) 

Subject: Boosting SMEs through trade and investment agreements 

As we all know, SMEs play an essential role in the European economy. Given the growing importance 
of trade and investment agreements in EU policy, encouraging SMEs to operate in the European 
Union's partner countries could be crucial in improving the performance of Europe's companies. 

Nonetheless, many small businesses do not always have sufficient resources to keep abreast of 
negotiations between the EU and other countries or regions, which makes it difficult for them to get 
their concerns and opinions across to the negotiators. 

Given that SMEs are the driving force of job creation in the EU, and that EU trade policy is an 
important tool in opening up access to foreign markets and ensuring economic growth, could the 
Commission say whether it has looked into ways of providing SMEs with greater access to 
international markets? 

What should the EU and SMEs do to take better advantage of the opportunities that these agreements 
can offer to over 90% of the companies in the EU? 


