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The Commission would refer the Honourable Member to its answer to written question E-
002992/20131. 
 
In the European Union spirit drinks are regulated by Regulation (EC) No 110/20082 and the 
Implementing Regulation (EU) No 716/20133. According to these Regulations, restrictions such as the 
obligation to package the spirit drink in a defined geographical area constitute restrictions to the free 
movement of goods and the freedom to provide services. They shall be allowed if the restrictions are 
necessary, proportionate and suitable to protect the reputation of the geographical indication4.  
 
Following a first analysis of the technical file of the Italian geographical indication (GI) "Mirto di 
Sardegna", the Commission services asked Italy for clarifications in relation to the obligation to bottle 
the spirit drinks covered by that GI in the area of production. Italy's reply is under examination. Once 
the scrutiny is finalised, Italy will be informed about the results. 
 

                                                      
1  http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/parliamentary-questions.html 
2  Regulation (EC) No 110/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 January 2008 on the 

definition, description, presentation, labelling and the protection of geographical indications of spirit drinks and 
repealing Council Regulation (EEC) No 1576/89 (OJ L 39, 13.2.2008, p. 16–54) 

3  Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 716/2013 of 25 July 2013 laying down rules for the application 
of Regulation (EC) No 110/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the definition, description, 
presentation, labelling and the protection of geographical indications of spirit drinks (OJ L 201, 26.7.2013, p. 
21–30) 

4  According to the Recital 6 of Regulation No 716/2013 restrictions concerning the packaging of a spirit drink 
with a geographical indication, such as the obligation to package the spirit drink in a defined geographical 
area, constitute restrictions to the free movement of goods and the freedom to provide services. Such 
restrictions should only be allowed if they are necessary, proportionate and suitable to protect the reputation 
of the geographical indication. Article 10 of the same Regulation states that if the technical file sets out that 
packaging of the spirit drink must take place within the demarcated geographical area or in an area in its 
immediate proximity, justification for this requirement shall be given in respect of the product concerned. 


