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Subject: Tightening of laws on the sale and possession of self-loading firearms in the EU

The Commission’s draft proposal to amend Directive 91/477/EEC to strengthen the rules on the sale
of self-loading weapons and the issuing of licences for their possession is highly contentious for many
EU citizens. Most affected by the new rules would be those people who until now have lawfully sold,
acquired and possessed self-loading weapons. The proposed rules have been criticised by shooting
clubs, collectors and people who use such weapons for recreational and sporting purposes. The
Commission refers to the growing terrorist threat as a motivation for new rules in this area, but its
arguments appear unsubstantiated.

Does the Commission have detailed information about the number of terrorist attacks carried out in
the EU by people holding a licence to possess a self-loading weapon issued on the basis of the rules
currently in force and using weapons obtained through official distribution channels, and if so can the
Commission make that information available?

When it drew up the draft amendments to this directive, did the Commission have access to a
comprehensive analysis of the financial and administrative impact of the proposed rules on people in
possession of self-loading weapons, business owners conducting lawful trade in such weapons,
collectors and people using self-loading weapons for recreation and sport?

Were these groups consulted by the Commission on the proposed amendments to Directive
91/477/EEC?
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