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Question for written answer E-000293/2016 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Notis Marias (ECR) 

Subject: Need for zero excise duty on agricultural fuel in Greece 

Under Directive 2003/96/EC, Member States may apply a level of taxation down to zero to energy 
products and electricity used for agricultural, horticultural or piscicultural works, and in forestry. A 
number of Member States have availed themselves of this opportunity, particularly to ensure supplies 
of cheap agricultural fuel.  

However, under the third Memorandum, Greece was required by the Troika to increase excise duty for 
agricultural fuel from EUR 66 to EUR 200 per 1 000 litres (Law 4336/2015). From 1 October 2016 it 
must be increased to EUR 330 per kilolitre, bringing it fully into line with excise duty on automobile 
fuel.  

In view of this:  

Can the Commission say who was responsible for the recommended increase in excise duty on 
agricultural fuel under the third Memorandum and indicate the reasons for it? 

What stance will the Commission, as a member of the Troika, adopt if the Greek Government decides 
to push for: (a) a zero rate of excise duty on agricultural fuel (heating gas oil) under Article 15(3) of 
Directive 2003/96/EC, or (b) minimum levels of taxation, that is to say EUR 21 per kilolitre, as 
specified in Article 8 (1) and (2a) thereof? 


