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Subject: Exports of apples and pears from the EU to the USA  

On 16 January 2016, the European Commissioners for Agriculture, Trade, Health and Consumer 
Protection welcomed the publication by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) of a set of 
measures that EU producers will have to take to facilitate exports of apples and pears from the EU to 
the USA. 

These measures are to be welcomed at a time when many farmers have lost their export markets 
owing to the sanctions imposed by Russia in 2014. The opening-up of the US market for the 2016 
harvest – or in other words by September 2016 – is feasible if all the parties continue their efforts. The 
request for simplified access to the US market dates from 2007 and only applies to eight Member 
States: Belgium, Denmark, Spain, France, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland and Portugal. 

It should be said in this connection that according to the Romanian National Institute of Statistics the 
value of Romanian apple exports fell by 60% in 2014 over 2013, from EUR 4.2 million to just EUR 1.8 
million, owing to the Russian embargo. 

In view of the above, can the Commission indicate how other Member States can also lodge such a 
request for simplified access to the US market, so that they can begin exporting apples and pears at 
the same time as these eight Member States? 


