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Question for written answer E-001771/2016 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Françoise Grossetête (PPE), Elisabetta Gardini (PPE), Angélique Delahaye (PPE) and Michel 

Dantin (PPE) 

Subject: Biofuel production in the EU 

The contribution biofuels make to reducing greenhouse gas emissions and their classification as a 
renewable energy source are determined by comparing their carbon intensity with that of fossil fuels 
used in the EU. The four-year delay in adopting Directive 2015/652/EU has meant that real values for 
fossil fuel emissions are still not available. A fuel baseline of 83.8 g CO2/MJ, known as the fossil fuel 
comparator, is therefore used as a default value. 

Using this value – which is thought to be far lower than the real figure – is having a detrimental effect 
on biofuel production in the EU. Biofuels should be compared with the fuels they are replacing on the 
EU market, i.e. imported, highly polluting unconventional fuels. 

1. How can the Commission justify continuing to underestimate the CO2 emissions-reduction 
potential of biofuels, through the use of a very low fossil fuel comparator, when a fuel baseline of 
94.1g CO2/MJ, based on fuel consumption in 2010, was introduced in Directive 2015/652/EU? 

2. Does the Commission consider that the data reported by Member States in the context of the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, referred to in Directive 2015/652/EU, 
could be used as a basis for updating the fossil fuel comparator? 


