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Question for written answer E-002214/2016 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Anneleen Van Bossuyt (ECR) 

Subject: How many families can one wind turbine provide power for? 

Several Member States, including Belgium, are using wind energy to meet their 2020 renewable 
energy targets. Reports on how many families one wind turbine can provide energy for differ greatly, 
even when turbines with the same power output are measured, which leads to vastly different 
calculations of the investment costs. Calculations now seem more like guesswork, which makes it 
extremely difficult to compare different systems and technologies. The media and energy companies 
tend to talk about 'numbers of families' as this is easier for consumers to understand. It is important to 
render more tangible the efforts being made in the renewable energy sector, but in order to do this, 
comparable data are needed. 

1. Does the Commission have standards for calculating how many families wind turbines with the 
same power output can provide energy for? 

2. Does it intend to include guidelines for communication concerning the output of wind turbines in 
its revision of the Renewable Energy Package? 


