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Subject: The RAI reform, the pluralism of radio and television broadcasters, Italy and Poland 

The Commission has replied to Question E-000091/2016 on the RAI reform by stating that it cannot 
formulate specific recommendations on the governance of public broadcasters, in order to protect and 
guarantee the pluralism of the media laid down by the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, as the 
provisions of this, according to the first paragraph of article 51, “apply to the Member States only when 
they are implementing Union law”. 

Recently, Poland also reformed the governance of public radio and television broadcasters, 
establishing that directors are appointed directly by the government. The Polish Prime Minister has 
declared that the reform is “practically based on the same principles of Italian legislation”. The 
Commission has also decided to include the public broadcasters’ reform in the ‘structured dialogue’ 
that it has opened with Poland to protect the rule of law and the values referred to in article 2 of the EU 
Treaty. 

Can the Commission say: 

– What are the specific grounds that caused the Commission to not open a ‘structured dialogue’ 
with Italy to protect the rule of law and the values referred to in article 2 of the EU Treaty; 

– Why, in Poland’s case, do the provisions of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, in accordance 
with the first paragraph of article 51 not “apply to the Member States only when they are 
implementing Union law”? 


