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Subject:	Access to medical studies
Freedom in the choice of university to study as a general medical practitioner ought not to be a problem within the EU. The reality, however, is different. A student from the German-speaking community in Belgium passed her Belgian school-leaving examination with a mark of 85%. When she applied to a German university to study medicine, she was rejected on the grounds that numbers on the course were restricted. The required mark (under the German system) was 1.0 and her Belgian mark of 85% corresponded to a German 1.5.
How is it possible to guarantee that the marks awarded in different education systems are comparable? In other words, on what basis are they compared from one country to another?
Is it permissible to refuse a student access to a course of study on the basis of his or her school leaving examination result in a different Member State from the one in which the course is located? Does this not constitute discrimination?
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