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Question for written answer E-004660/2016 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Philippe Juvin (PPE) 

Subject: Statute for a European mutual society 

In 2011, the European Parliament adopted a written declaration calling for the introduction of an EU 
statute for mutual societies. In a resolution adopted in 2013, it made recommendations to the 
Commission on the form such a statute should take. The Commission undertook to bring forward a 
legislative proposal on the subject in 2014, following an impact assessment initiated in 2013. The 
Commission subsequently dropped the proposal, arguing that there was insufficient support in the 
Council for it. 

However, an EU statute for mutual societies would provide a legal basis for cross-border activity by 
mutuals, ensuring that the specific nature of such activity was better taken into account, and would 
encourage the promotion and spread of the mutual model in Europe. 

1. Does the Commission plan to review its stance and to table a fresh proposal for an EU statute for 
mutual societies? 

2. The impact assessment on the introduction of an EU statute for mutual societies was never 
published. Why?  

3. If mutual societies cannot have a specific legal statute, how can the Commission ensure that fair 
competition prevails in the sector, and that the legal and administrative environment allows such 
societies to thrive? 


