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Question for written answer E-004899/2016 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Liliana Rodrigues (S&D) 

Subject: Use of European financing to demolish historical bridge in Funchal 

Having found out on social media that the Regional Government of the Autonomous Region of 
Madeira intends to demolish an historical bridge that has unique cultural and patrimonial value, I would 
like to ask the Commission’s opinion on the use of EU financing, under the Law of Resources, to 
demolish the Ponte Nova bridge in Funchal (Autonomous Region of Madeira). The bridge was built in 
the last quarter of the 19th century using red stone from the region and is known for its perfect arch. 

Despite Funchal City Council and a number of citizens asking that Regional Government not to 
demolish this piece of historical heritage, it still intends to go ahead with – and I quote – ‘the demolition 
and reconstruction of four bridges (...)’, including the Ponte Nova bridge. 

Does the Commission believe that EU financing should be used to destroy European historical 
heritage and replace it with concrete, rather than putting it towards its restoration? 

 


