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Subject: Promoting the role of women in combating radicalisation and violent extremism 

Women play an increasing role as important actors of change in the development and implementation 
of counter-radicalisation strategies and policies, as powerful opponents of extremist propaganda and 
of radicalisation of members of their families and communities. Such policies need to involve society at 
large, promote integration and eliminate conditions that favour radicalisation processes. 

United Nations Security Council resolution 2178 of September 2014 recognised the direct influence 
that women have in stopping the spread of extremism, encouraging Member States to engage 
relevant local communities and non-government actors – including women – to ‘counter the violent 
extremist narrative than can incite terrorist attacks.’ 

National initiatives focused on the role of women as actors of change have been established, for 
instance in the UK and Germany. 

– Does the Commission have data on the number of women involved in initiatives and policies 
combating radicalisation and terrorism? 

– What specific initiatives has the Commission undertaken to involve and encourage women in 
countering terrorism and extremism, including training and awareness-raising programmes, also using 
the exchange of best practices between Member States and local initiatives? 

– Has the Commission developed a specific framework or budgetary line to deal strategically with a 
gender approach to preventive measures against radicalisation and violent extremism? 


