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Subject: Change Your Shoes project

The Commission cofinances the Change Your Shoes Project through EuropeAid, under the
development education and awareness-raising budget item. The aim of the project, which is run by a
group of 18 NGOs (15 European and three Asian), is to study working conditions in the footwear
industry and raise public awareness of exploitative working conditions in the footwear supply chain. It
demands decent wages, safe working conditions and transparency for consumers.

As we understand it, representatives of the footwear industry are putting pressure on some of the
bodies that report to the Commission, following publication of a study on the European leather
industry.

We have also been told that the NGOs involved in this project are having difficulty accessing the
funding promised by the Directorate-General for International Cooperation and Development (DG
DEVCO).

What contact have the Commission or the bodies that report to it had with representatives of the
footwear industry in relation to this project, and on what terms?

Why has DG DEVCO delayed payment for year two of the project, where applicable?
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