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Pilar Ayuso (PPE) 

Subject: Storage of mercury 

In February 2016 the Commission approved its proposal for a regulation on mercury, and repealing 
Regulation (EC) No 1102/2008. It is established in the proposal that salt mines are the best places to 
store mercury waste – to such an extent that any alternative can only be considered if it provides ‘a 
level of safety and confinement equivalent to that of [...] salt mines’. 

When it comes to the management of radioactive waste, Germany has changed its plans and now 
prefers more solid geological formations, taking the view that the previous storage choice – a salt mine 
– was not stable enough. 

Taking into account the specific characteristics of salt mines (e.g. the solubility of the salt and the 
speed with which containers can corrode), the highly dangerous nature of mercury and the 
precautionary principle, when is the Commission going to carry out an impact assessment on the 
various storage options? On the basis of what data has the Commission concluded that salt mines are 
the best places to store mercury waste? 


