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Question for written answer E-006121/2016/rev.1 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Notis Marias (ECR) 

Subject: Allocation of EU funds and incentives for Greek graduates with a view to stopping the 
brain drain from Greece 

According to the findings of Endeavour Greece, an international non-profit organisation supporting 
business enterprise, around 350 000 graduates have left Greece since January 2008 as part of a 
mass exodus, while a Bank of Greece report puts at over 427 000 the number of Greek graduates 
driven abroad by the economic crisis, heading mainly for Germany, the United Kingdom and the 
United Arab Emirates, resulting in a brain drain of major proportions. 

According to the bank’s findings, the average proportion of Greek graduates leaving the country in 
2013 was triple that of 2008 and from 2004 up to the present, the situation has been steadily 
worsening.  

This grim scenario can be attributed to massive unemployment, Merkelian austerity, extortionate 
taxation and other memorandum policies imposed by the Troika in Greece.    

In view of the above, will the Commission say: 

– What funds will it make available in order to support and strengthen scientific research in 
Greece? 

– What measures will it take to bring down unemployment in Greece, particularly among young 
graduates? 


