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Question for written answer E-006556/2016 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Franz Obermayr (ENF) 

Subject: PVC softeners 

Polyvinyl chloride (PVC) is a hard, brittle plastic. It is only when softeners are added that it becomes 
softer and pliable and can be made into floors and other products. In the past, manufacturers used 
phthalates for this purpose. In soft PVC floorings these are not securely bound, but can evaporate or 
wash out from the products or escape into the room as a result of wear. Humans can absorb 
phthalates from the air, via food or through the skin. Low molecular weight phthalate compounds are 
hazardous to health, as they are thought to imitate hormones and cause conditions such as sterility, 
overweight and diabetes in men. 

Furthermore, phthalate softeners are also contained in many baby items and toys. 

In the light of the above, I should like to ask the Commission: 

1. Will the European Union be imposing a comprehensive ban on phthalate softeners? 

2. Is the Commission proposing to take measures against phthalates? 

3. If so, what measures will it take? 


