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Question for written answer E-007539/2016 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Jiří Maštálka (GUE/NGL) 

Subject: Access to medicines 

It is evident that the EU’s current biomedical R&D system based on IP monopolies has proved to be a 
failure when it comes to delivering accessible and affordable lifesaving medicines, and that the EU has 
not received a sufficient return on its public investment in biomedical R&D in terms of the ownership of 
research results. 

1. How will the Commission amend the current system of IP monopolies in order to guarantee 
access to affordable medicines for all? 

2. How will the Commission increase the transparency of research and development costs when EU 
funds are invested in the development of new medicines? 


