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Question for written answer E-008428/2016/rev.1 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Josep-Maria Terricabras (Verts/ALE), Ernest Maragall (Verts/ALE), Ernest Urtasun (Verts/ALE) 

and Ramon Tremosa i Balcells (ALDE) 

Subject: Independence of the Spanish judiciary 

The Mayor of Berga (Catalonia), Montse Venturós, was arrested this morning and brought before the 
judge, where she was called on to explain why she had failed to appear in response to two previous 
summonses. She is being investigated for an alleged electoral offence on the grounds that on the day 
of the Catalan elections on 27 November 2015 and that of the Spanish general election on 20 
December 2015, she failed to take down the Catalan pro-independence flag that was flying from the 
town hall balcony. This is the latest in a long list of cases where charges have been brought against 
elected public office-holders in Catalonia who are being investigated1 by the Spanish judiciary for 
peacefully expressing their support, on behalf of their voters, for the process of Catalan self-
determination. 

The principle of an independent judiciary flows from the right to an effective and impartial remedy 
enshrined in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union (Article 47). According to the 
EU Justice Scoreboard 2016, 65 % of Spain’s population rated the independence of the justice system 
as being ‘fairly bad’ or ‘very bad’, the main reason given being ‘interference or pressure from 
government and politicians’2. 

Does the Commission believe that the ‘interference or pressure from government and politicians’ 
perceived, according to the EU Justice Scoreboard 2016, by members of the public in Spain 
contravenes the requirement of judicial independence as laid down in the Charter of Fundamental 
Rights of the EU? 

Is the Commission aware of the case of Mayor Montse Venturós? 

                                                      
1  http://www.catalannewsagency.com/politics/item/catalan-supreme-court-to-proceed-with-case-against-

forcadell  
http://www.catalannewsagency.com/politics/item/mas-ortega-and-rigau-won-t-go-to-prison-for-9-n-symbolic-vote 
2  http://ec.europa.eu/justice/effective-justice/files/justice_scoreboard_2016_en.pdf (page 35 -36) 


