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Subject: Black market in pet animals

In 2016 the EU urged Member States to adopt legislation to make it illegal to import, export, sell and
purchase animals in breach of the laws of the country of origin or transit.

Unfortunately, especially in Italy, the abduction of pet animals, in particular dogs — known as
‘dognapping’ — has increased hugely over the past few years and it is calculated that, nationally, some
17 000 dogs are abducted each year, particularly in Lombardy and Rome. Most of these animals are
sold on the black market for pets, a trade in which dogs, cats and other domestic species are
mistreated and kept in inappropriate places, without any health checks or anti-parasite treatments.

In order to curb the existing black market, can the Commission say how it intends to close the EU
regulatory loophole regarding conditions of sale and health monitoring of pet animals in the EU?
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