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Question for written answer E-000883/2017/rev.1 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Jutta Steinruck (S&D) and Norbert Neuser (S&D) 

Subject: ENF Group restricting freedom of the press 

Parliament’s ENF Group denied accreditation to at least five reporters for a conference held in 
Koblenz on 21 January 2017. Among them were journalists from public-service broadcasters, the 
newspapers Handelsblatt and Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung and Spiegel magazine. 

All the journalists accredited for the conference had to sign a statement on the registration form 
acknowledging that they could be prevented from reporting at any time. 

One journalist made a last-minute application to the Administrative Court of Koblenz for an injunction, 
in an effort to obtain accreditation. He was unsuccessful, and the Higher Administrative Court upheld 
the verdict on the grounds that the matter was one for the European Court of Justice. 

1. What view does the Commission take of the ENF Group’s treatment of journalists who wanted to 
report on this public conference? 

2. Does the arbitrary exclusion of specific reporters on the basis of their reporting constitute a 
violation of freedom of the media, a fundamental right which applies in the EU and its Member 
States? 

3. To what extent does the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights safeguard freedom of the press and 
the right to report freely on public conferences held by EU institutions? 


