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Question for written answer E-001193/2017 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Nicola Caputo (S&D), Louis Michel (ALDE), Bart Staes (Verts/ALE), Martin Häusling (Verts/ALE), 

Lynn Boylan (GUE/NGL), Maite Pagazaurtundúa Ruiz (ALDE), Bas Eickhout (Verts/ALE), Nessa 

Childers (S&D), Martina Anderson (GUE/NGL), Gilles Pargneaux (S&D), Keith Taylor 

(Verts/ALE), Carolina Punset (ALDE), Tibor Szanyi (S&D), Claudiu Ciprian Tănăsescu (S&D), 

Robert Rochefort (ALDE), José Inácio Faria (PPE), Eric Andrieu (S&D), Michèle Rivasi 

(Verts/ALE), Anja Hazekamp (GUE/NGL), Brando Benifei (S&D), Momchil Nekov (S&D), Doru-

Claudian Frunzulică (S&D), Paul Brannen (S&D), Sirpa Pietikäinen (PPE) and Laurenţiu Rebega 

(ENF) 

Subject: Endocrine-disrupting chemicals (EDCs) 

More than 1 300 studies have found connections between exposure to endocrine-disrupting chemicals 
(EDCs) and serious health conditions such as infertility, diabetes, obesity, hormone-related cancers 
and neurological disorders. 

The latest proposal by the Commission does not represent an improvement on previous proposals. It 
calls for an unrealistically high level of scientific evidence in relation to endocrine disruptors and 
exemptions for certain chemicals that ignore the capacity of chemicals to alter the functioning of the 
endocrine system directly or indirectly, thereby seriously limiting the ability to identify and regulate 
EDCs. 

We strongly oppose this proposal because it includes broad exemptions that ignore the ability of a 
chemical to interfere with the endocrine system. To identify EDCs effectively and in a manner 
consistent with the state of the science, we support the creation of multiple categories based on the 
volume of existing evidence that shows how specific chemicals act as EDCs. This approach would be 
similar to the classification scheme used for carcinogenic substances. Using a system of categories 
would help to prioritise chemicals for assessment and regulation and allow for the incorporation of new 
data as more studies are published.  

In the light of the above, can the Commission state whether it intends to include categories for 
identifying EDCs? 


