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Subject: European Union programme supporting the fight against youth unemployment 

The 2008 economic crisis has made it even more difficult for young people to enter the labour market. 
While there have been signs of improvement in recent years, at the end of June 2016, more than 4.2 
million young people under the age of 25 (18.8%) were still unemployed in the EU. 

In 2013 the Commission launched the ‘Youth Guarantee’ programme, which is designed to ensure 
that all young people under the age of 25 receive a good quality offer of employment, continued 
education, apprenticeship or traineeship within a period of four months of becoming unemployed or 
leaving formal education. Unfortunately, it seems that the effects of the implementation of the ‘Youth 
Guarantee’ are not living up to original expectations, as the unemployment figures in Europe are still 
high and the percentage of young people who have found a job through the programme remains 
small. 

It is worth noting that unemployment does not only have financial consequences for young people; it 
also affects their future employability, increases the risk of their facing poverty and social exclusion, 
and lowers their social status. What actions is the Commission taking to make the ‘Youth Guarantee’ 
more efficient and its objectives more feasible? What form has the implementation process taken in 
individual Member States and what are the effects of the programme in each Member State? 


