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Question for written answer E-003428/2017 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Mireille D'Ornano (ENF) 

Subject: Research into a Zika vaccine 

There are plans to invest EUR 45 million in European funds in measures to combat the Zika virus. 
Most of the funding would be split between the ZikaPLAN (EUR 11 million), ZIKAction (EUR 7 million) 
and ZIKAlliance (EUR 12 million) programmes. EUR 5 million would be allocated to research into a 
vaccine.  Some of the money would also be used to tackle other mosquito-borne infections.  

In July 2016, in the USA, Sanofi and Walter Reed Army Institute of Research entered into a 
partnership to co-develop a vaccine for the Zika virus. This research project has received USD 42.3 
million in funding from the US Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority. It is 
controversial, however, as Sanofi has reportedly been granted an exclusive licence to develop the 
vaccine. 

What is more, it is not the only research project being conducted in an effort to develop a vaccine 
against the Zika virus. 

1. In an article published in the journal Euractiv (12 February 2016), the director of the Deutsche 
Stiftung Weltbevölkerung highlighted the apparent shortcomings of the European programme in 
response to the Zika virus. In the light of the volume of funds made available for research in the 
USA, does the Commission think that the European programme will provide effective support for 
research into a vaccine? 

2. Does the Commission support such programmes? 

 


