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Subject: Combating drugs trafficking over the darknet 

On 6 June 2017, Mr Dimitris Avramopoulos, Commissioner for migration, internal affairs and 
citizenship, announced the publication of the European report on drugs for 2017. 

The report, issued by the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA), 
states that ‘The last decade has seen the development of online marketplaces, facilitated by the 
emergence of new internet technologies’. According to a study commissioned by the Netherlands 
Ministry of Security and Justice, ‘some 50 hidden markets exist on the darknet, where buyers and 
sellers of drugs interact’. 

Drugs transactions are conducted using virtual money, particularly Bitcoins, which are a quick, 
effective and anonymous way of conducting transactions. The Commission has therefore included the 
question of virtual currencies in the revision of the fourth Anti-Money Laundering Directive. 

In response to the growth of the phenomenon, will the Commission increase the financial and human 
resources of the EMCDDA in order to gain better control over, and investigate, practices involved in 
drugs trafficking on the darknet? 

Will the Commission do more to regulate virtual currencies? 


