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Subject: Reintroduction of the brown bear and pastoralism in the Pyrenees 

In 2012, the Commission sent France a formal notice for failing to fulfil its obligations to protect the 
brown bear in the Pyrenees. The most recent French conservation plan for the species dates back to 
2006-2009, and no bears have been released since 2006. However, the introduction of new 
specimens is vital for the survival of the brown bear population in the Pyrenees. 

At the same time, the EU states that it is committed to pastoralism in the Pyrenees. The European 
Fund for Regional Development (EFRD) therefore provides financial support for a number of pastoral 
sites in the Pyrenees. Its support between 2007 and 2012 totalled EUR 4.2 million. To support 
pastoralism, the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) also carries out targeted 
operations, which cost EUR 12 million over the same period. 

The Commission knows that farmers are opposed to the reintroduction of the brown bear, as it is often 
seen as incompatible with pastoralism. Despite the gradual disappearance of the species in the 
Pyrenees, brown bears are still responsible for the death of hundreds of sheep each year. 

Are the reintroduction of the brown bear and the promotion of pastoralism not two contradictory 
objectives for the same region? 


