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Question for written answer E-004996/2017 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Mireille D'Ornano (ENF) 

Subject: The presence of prohibited or dangerous substances in certain cosmetics 

On 7 June 2017, the consumer association ‘UFC-Que Choisir’ published a list of 1 000 cosmetic 
products containing ‘undesirable substances’, including endocrine disruptors. The fact that these 
products are sometimes targeted at pregnant women, infants or young children is particularly worrying. 

Among the listed cosmetics were 23 that reportedly contained substances that are ‘strictly prohibited’. 
For example, certain cosmetics were reported to contain isobutylparaben, a substance that is 
prohibited by Commission Regulation (EU) No 358/2014. Others exceeded the maximum permitted 
concentration of methylisothiazolinone (MIT), as defined by Commission Regulation (EU) 2016/1198. 

1. Does the Commission have any information to support or refute these accusations? 

2. Does the Commission plan to encourage the Member States to ensure that the composition of 
the affected cosmetic products is brought into line with European law? 


