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Question for written answer E-005667/2017 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Ramon Tremosa i Balcells (ALDE), Jordi Solé (Verts/ALE), Josep-Maria Terricabras (Verts/ALE) 

and Marina Albiol Guzmán (GUE/NGL) 

Subject: Freedom of the press, freedom of information and freedom of assembly in Spain 

On 12 September 2017, the High Court of Justice of Catalonia, implementing an earlier ruling of the 
Spanish Constitutional Court, instructed the Catalan public television company TVC not to broadcast 
any governmental publicity or provide information about anything related to the organisation of the 1 
October referendum on independence. The referendum was approved on 7 September by the Catalan 
Parliament, with an absolute majority.  

This warning amounts to censorship. The court made it clear that the director of TVC risks criminal 
charges if it continues to broadcast publicity or provide information relating to the referendum1.  

Also on 12 September, the Spanish judiciary decided, following a request by the People’s Party 
(Partido Popular)2, to forbid a public debate in Madrid scheduled for 17 September on Catalonia’s right 
to decide.  

In the light of Articles 10, 11 and 12 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights and Articles 19 and 20 of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, what is the Commission’s position on this attack on the 
fundamental rights of freedom of expression, information and assembly in Spain? Will the 
Commission investigate these events as a matter of urgency? 

                                                      
1  http://www.elnacional.cat/en/politics/tsjc-tv3-criminal-charges-

referendum_190740_102.html?utm_source=Twitter&amp;utm_medium=Social&amp;utm_content=Post 
2  http://www.eldiario.es/madrid/juez-suspende-acto_0_685932126.html 


