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Question for written answer E-005895/2017 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Dominique Martin (ENF) 

Subject: Access to European funding for job creation in New Caledonia after the 2018 referendum 

New Caledonia is a French overseas territory which is not part of the European Union, but which has 
an association arrangement with it. EU law does not apply in New Caledonia, but the territory is eligible 
for EU funding1.  

New Caledonia is to receive EUR 29.8 million (3.6 billion CFP francs) in support under the 11th 
European Development Fund2. The operational phase of the programmes in question began in 2017. 
New Caledonia, which has an unemployment rate (estimated at 15%3) higher than that of mainland 
France, has decided to use these funds primarily to boost job creation and measures to help people 
find employment.  

A referendum on self-determination is due to take place in November 20184.  

1. For what kinds of EU funding is New Caledonia currently eligible?  

2. Should New Caledonia vote for independence, what implications would this have for its eligibility 
for EU funding?  

3. Would New Caledonia still be eligible for EU funding at a similar level to now?  

                                                      
1  https://ue.delegfrance.org/outre-mers-2038 
2  EU funding is in principle allocated as ‘budget support’ which is paid directly to the recipient country’s 

government.  https://goo.gl/c8jcm1 
3  According to the website of the New Caledonia Institute of Statistics and Economic Studies (ISEE), in New 

Caledonia, unlike in mainland France, no employment surveys are carried out. The site does state, however, 
that the unemployment rate was 14.7% when the last census was conducted in 2014. https://goo.gl/uNtgTy 

4  https://goo.gl/6aXAp4 


