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Subject:

Child labour exploitation by coffee and cocoa corporations

The EU is the largest importer and consumer in the world of coffee and cocoa, two products harvested
by tens of millions of poor farmers as well as by millions of children. Today, the EU pays 60 % less in
real terms for its coffee than it did in 1983. Cocoa prices paid by the EU are less than half of what
would ensure farmers a living income.
Fernando Morales-de la Cruz, founder of CAFÉ FOR CHANGE, claims that the EU is the largest
financial beneficiary of child labour and extreme poverty among coffee and cocoa growers.
Journalists, including Rai Report, have extensively documented that EU-funded coffee and cocoa
certifications such as ‘Fairtrade’, ‘UTZ’, etc. contribute to poverty and hunger and hurt innocent
children. Apparently, these so-called certification schemes receive millions in EU funding, allowing
multinationals to buy coffee and cocoa for less than they cost to produce, while deceiving EU
consumers with false claims.
In this context:
1.

Can the Commission state what immediate measures it will take to eradicate child labour in the
supply chain of coffee and cocoa consumed in the EU to protect millions of children from the
consequences of the exploitative trade practices of powerful corporations?

2.

How will the Commission ensure that EU coffee and cocoa consumers do not fund exploitative
businesses?
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This question is supported by Members other than the authors: Rosa D’Amato (EFDD), Agnes Jongerius
(S&D).
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