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Subject: EESC opinion on the role of civil society in the prevention of radicalisation 

On 6 December 2017, the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) adopted an opinion on 
cooperation with civil society to help prevent the radicalisation of young people. In its opinion, the 
EESC highlights the lack of involvement of civil society players, despite the fact that such involvement 
would enable the early implementation of preventative strategies against radicalisation. 

The Commission has put in place a number of measures, including legislative measures, with a view 
to combating radicalisation. 

However, according to the EESC these initiatives are not effective enough, as they focus primarily on 
responding to crisis situations. It believes that the integration and inclusion of civil society should be a 
priority, in order to address the causes of radicalisation. The EESC thereby recommends supporting 
the development of safe spaces for dialogue and personal expression in partnership with civil society, 
for example with youth organisations such as sports clubs. 

In light of these observations and recommendations, how can the Commission encourage the greater 
involvement of civil society players in preventing radicalisation? 


