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Question for written answer E-001224/2018 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Eleonora Evi (EFDD), Marco Zullo (EFDD), Dario Tamburrano (EFDD) and Fabio Massimo 

Castaldo (EFDD) 

Subject: Pesticide contamination of public children's playgrounds in the Autonomous Province of 
Bolzano (Italy) 

Article 12(a) of Directive 2009/128/EC on the sustainable use of pesticides, in conjunction with 
Article 3 of Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009, stipulates that public playgrounds must be regarded as 
‘sensitive areas’, where special attention must be paid to ‘vulnerable groups’. 

In May 2017 some environmental groups in the Autonomous Province of Bolzano arranged for 71 
grass samples from playgrounds to be tested in order to conduct a study1. 

The study revealed that more than 45% of the samples contained up to four different active 
substances, most of which were authorised for use only in agriculture. 

The study therefore concluded that the source of these substances was orchards adjoining the 
playgrounds from which samples had been taken for analysis in an accredited laboratory in Bolzano. 

1. Is the Commission aware of the health risks associated with the use of multiple active substances, 
especially in the case of children? 

2. How are these ‘cocktails’ of active substances and the risks associated with them assessed in risk 
assessment procedures? 

3. Will the Commission take legislative measures or initiate pre-litigation procedures in order to 
prevent contamination of areas where pesticides are not applied and especially of ‘specific areas’? 

                                                      
1  http://www.umwelt.bz.it/aktuelles/presse/pestizide-sensible-zonen-sind-nicht-ausreichend-

gesch%C3%BCtzt.html 


