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Regulation 1143/20141 provides the EU framework for action against invasive alien species (IAS). In 
particular, it describes the measures to be taken for IAS of Union concern2. To date, except for the 
partly marine Chinese mitten crab3, no marine species have been included on the Union list. The first 
step in the consideration of species for listing is the preparation of a risk assessment. Risk 
assessments for some marine species4 are under development with a view to consider them for 
inclusion on the Union list at its next updates. 
 
Moreover, under Directive 2008/56/EC5, Member States have to ensure that alien species introduced 
by human activities do not adversely alter the ecosystems. The European Maritime and Fisheries 
Fund6 could provide opportunities to support measures for the protection and restoration of marine 
biodiversity and ecosystems in the framework of sustainable fishing activities. Financial support is 
also available through the LIFE Programme and the Cohesion policy funds, irrespective of whether 
the species have been included on the Union list. 
 
Finally, the implementation of the International Maritime Organisation Ballast Water Convention7 is 
very important to reduce the spread of marine IAS. To date, 13 EU Member States have ratified it and 
the Commission is urging the other Member States to follow this example. 
 
The Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC) has carried out several reviews8 of the pathways and 
distribution of marine alien species and their impact on biodiversity and ecosystem services. There 
are also external research efforts9. More broadly, JRC has published a report10 on the current 
distribution of the IAS of Union concern, while EASIN11 enables access to data on alien species 
reported in Europe. 
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