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Question for written answer E-002404/2018 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Lola Sánchez Caldentey (GUE/NGL) 

Subject: Lack of environmental impact statement (EIS) for the high voltage overhead lines for the 
AVE high-speed rail track into Murcia 

Law 21/2013 of 9 December (transposition of Directive 2011/92/EU) states that the construction of 
electrical transmission lines with a voltage of 220 kV or more and a length of more than 15 km, shall 
be subject to the standard evaluation of environmental impact, except where they run exclusively 
underground in urban areas. 

The same law also provides that the construction of electricity transmission lines – and any associated 
sub-stations – with a voltage of 15 kV or more and having a length of more than 3 km shall be subject 
to the standard environmental impact assessment, except where they run exclusively underground in 
urban areas. 

As things stand, the high-speed railway line into Murcia will run overground for 3.57 km with a high 
voltage catenary operating at 20kv while tunnelling work is carried out. 

Given its length and voltage, the lack of a specific environmental impact statement for the catenary 
constitutes a clear breach of European and Spanish legislation. 

1) Is the Commission aware of this breach of Spanish and European legislation? 

2) Does the Commission intend to take measures to require the Spanish Government to comply 
with European legislation? 

 


