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Subject:	A nitrate bonus as an environmental economic measure for greening
An association representing small growers in Hungary has made a proposal to add an aid scheme called ‘nitrate bonus as an environmental economic measure’ to the different types of greening aid. According to their proposal, farmers who grow their crops in small catchment basins and who, according to measurements taken by the authorities concerned, achieve a nitrate discharge to the groundwater and surface waters below the relevant standard at pre-determined points of the given basin would be eligible for this aid.
I think that such greening aid would be useful for the EU as it would encourage farmers to engage in reasonable nutrient management (on the basis of soil analysis results) in order to use optimum amounts of nitrogen.
1. What is the Commission’s opinion about the above proposal?
2. If it does not completely agree with the above, how does the Commission believe this proposal could be formulated in an optimum way?
3. Does the Commission plan to connect greening with the use of certain precision farming methods?
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