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Question for written answer E-002945/2018 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Bronis Ropė (Verts/ALE) 

Subject: Direct payments and EU commitments to Member States which acceded in 2004  

In the run-up to the 2004 enlargement, the European Council adopted a decision on direct agricultural 
payments to farmers in the ‘new’ Member States. A corresponding schedule for the convergence of 
payments was drawn up in 2002. Paragraph 12 of the Council of the European Union conclusions (No 
14702/02) states that in 2013, the level of direct payments for the Member States which acceded in 
2004 would reach the average level of benefits that were applicable at that time in the Member States 
which acceded before 2004.  

At present, to the best of my knowledge, in none of the Member States which joined the EU in 2004 
has the level of direct payments reached the EU average level for direct payments applicable in the 
pre-2004 Member States. It can therefore be assumed that the Council Decision has not been 
implemented, and that the commitments made by the EU in the accession negotiations have been 
breached. I would also like to draw attention to the fact that, apart from a few exceptions and the 
already expired transitional periods, farmers from the Member States that joined in 2004 and later 
have to comply with the same EU legal requirements as farmers from the ‘old’ Member States.  

Could the Commission say:  

1. Why are the commitments set out in paragraph 12 of the Council of the European Union 
conclusions (No 14702/02) of 2002 not being implemented? 

2. How, in the Commission’s view, should farmers from the Member States that joined in 2004 
and later be compensated for lost income caused by the failure to implement the 
aforementioned commitments? 

3. What, in the Commission’s view, is the minimum period of time required in order to fulfil these 
commitments, and how will they be fulfilled? 


