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Subject: The real benefit of ethical certifications in tea and cocoa industries: the need for an 
informed choice for EU consumers 

In 2015 and 2016 the BBC reported1 labour abuses, child labour and the use of hazardous chemicals 
in tea sold in the EU under different ethical certifications, including RainForest. In May 2018 a study by 
Professor Genevieve LeBaron of the University of Sheffield2 found that prominent ethical certification 
schemes, including Fairtrade, are failing to create working environments that are free from exploitation 
and forced labour. The on-the-ground research found that in the cocoa and tea industries agricultural 
workers are paid severely low wages, while ethical standards are routinely violated by employers. In 
addition, Professor LeBaron stated that ‘some of the worst cases of exploitation [...] occurred on 
ethically certified plantations’, and that ethical certification and audit regimes actually reinforce 
endemic problems in supply chains3. 

In the light of the above, and with the current EU grant benefiting ethical certifications: 

Is the Commission aware of how many actual instances of exploitation and forced labour, including 
child labour, are occurring in ethically certified tea and cocoa plantations? 

Can the Commission clarify the total amount funded to ethical certifications through its various 
instruments over the last five years?  

What action will the Commission take to ensure that tea and cocoa products marketed as ‘ethically 
certified’ have not been produced by forced labour, so as to guarantee an informed choice for EU 
consumers? 
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4  This question is supported by Members other than the authors: Dario Tamburrano (EFDD), Rosa D’Amato 
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