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Question for written answer E-003785/2018 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Alex Mayer (S&D) 

Subject: Accidental Americans 

‘Accidental Americans’ are citizens of countries other than the US, who are also classified by the US 
tax office as US citizens eligible to pay tax as a result of having been born in the US – a status often 
unbeknown to these citizens until they are presented with a tax bill. The Foreign Account Tax 
Compliance Act (FATCA) forces non-US banks to provide the US tax office with details of any 
customer suspected of being an American citizen. Accidental Americans often have to pay large sums 
of money in accountancy and legal fees to comply with FATCA. Others choose to renounce their US 
citizenship, requiring payment of a fee of USD 2 350, the world’s highest. 

1. Does the Commission believe that FATCA breaches the right to data privacy under the 
General Data Protection Regulation? 

2. Does the Commission believe that the financial barrier to renouncing US citizenship breaches 
Article 15 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights? 

3. Will the Commission urge the US to join the Common Reporting Standard? 


