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Directive 1999/31/EEC1 does not determine the precise content of a study that needs to be carried out 
before a landfill is authorised. However, its Article 7 establishes a number of minimum requirements 
that the application for a landfill permit must contain, including: 
 
"(d) description of the site, including its hydrogeological and geological characteristics; (e) the 
proposed methods for pollution prevention and abatement; (…) (h) where an impact assessment is 
required under Council Directive 85/337/EEC on the assessment of the effects of certain public and 
private projects on the environment, the information provided by the developer in accordance with 
Article 5 of that Directive". This Directive was replaced by Directive 2011/92/UE2. 
 
According to Article 5 of Directive 2011/92/UE, where an environmental impact assessment is 
required, the developer has to provide various types of information, such as a description of the 
project, its likely significant effects on the environment, the measures envisaged to avoid such effects, 
a non-technical summary etc. 
 
According to Article 8 of the Landfill Directive, a permit can only be issued if the landfill project 
complies with all relevant requirements of the Directive. Moreover, prior to the commencement of 
disposal operations, the competent authority has to inspect the site in order to ensure that it complies 
with the relevant conditions of the permit. 
 
For projects that fall below the major project threshold, the full responsibility for approval lies with the 
managing authority which has to ensure that it disposes of the documentation which shows that EU 
and applicable national legislation are complied with before approving the project for co-financing. 
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