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Question for written answer E-003910/2018 

to the Commission (Vice-President / High Representative) 
Rule 130 

Javier Couso Permuy (GUE/NGL) 

Subject: VP/HR - Rights of indigenous peoples 

Indigenous peoples around the world are still experiencing the effects of colonisation, which in many 
cases continues apace, as well as the after-effects of being conquered and suffering massacres, and 
are discriminated against on the basis of their distinct cultures and identities and traditional ways of 
life.  

There are a great diversity of indigenous peoples – more than 5 000 different groups in some 90 
countries – and they speak an overwhelming majority of the world's approximately 7 000 languages. 
They comprise some 370 million people – more than 5% of the world's population – yet they are 
among the most impoverished and vulnerable groups on earth, largely due to seizure of their land and 
deforestation by large multinationals.  

Today, indigenous peoples continue to suffer social exclusion and marginalisation and face significant 
challenges in exercising their basic rights. In establishing various special mechanisms and regulations, 
the United Nations has been a pioneer in defending their rights.  

In what ways does the European Union support the efforts of the United Nations in defending the 
rights of indigenous peoples? 


