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Question for written answer E-004273/2018 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Pirkko Ruohonen-Lerner (ECR) 

Subject: Effectiveness and international dimension of the asbestos ban 

Asbestos, which was commonly used in construction and for purposes of insulation in the 20th 
century, is a carcinogen extremely hazardous to health which causes lung cancer, asbestosis and 
other pulmonary disorders in humans. The use of asbestos has been restricted in the EU since 1991, 
and in 1999 it was decided to ban it, so that since 2005 neither its manufacture nor its sale has been 
permitted. Despite this ban, people are still being diagnosed with serious diseases caused by 
asbestos, as they can take decades to develop. 

Although asbestos was still used in most old buildings, it mainly poses a risk to health at the demolition 
stage or if conversion work is performed on them. The industries in which workers are most exposed 
to asbestos are shipbuilding and construction. Directive 2009/148/EC was intended to protect workers 
from risks arising from exposure to asbestos. 

According to some estimates, asbestos is still causing some 255 000 deaths annually worldwide, of 
which 233 000 are work-related1. Despite the measures taken by the EU, the problem is substantial at 
global level. According to recent reports, the US is relaxing its regulations banning the use of asbestos 
in building materials. 

1. What is the Commission’s assessment of the effectiveness of the EU-wide asbestos ban and 
of the national approaches adopted in the Member States? 

2. Does the Commission consider the current legislative framework to be adequate, or is there 
still scope to tighten up common regulations in order to minimise the adverse health and economic 
effects of asbestos? 

3. In view of the international dimension of the phenomenon, might the issue of asbestos also be 
tackled at international level, in external relations and in connection with development cooperation? 

 

                                                      
1  http://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/15/5/1000 


