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The Commission is committed to supporting developing countries in their efforts to reduce 
deforestation and forest degradation. Together with the EU Member States, the Commission is 
implementing the EU Action Plan on Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT)1. 
FLEGT is designed to strengthen partner countries institutions, enhance coordination and 
participation, and support policy reforms: the pre-condition to sustainable forest management. To date 
8 Voluntary Partnership Agreements have been concluded2 while 7 more are under negotiation3. 
 
As part of the FLEGT Action Plan, the EU has also adopted the EU Timber Regulation4 which 
prohibits the placing of illegally harvested timber and timber products on the EU market and obliges 
operators to exercise due diligence. While challenges remain, there is significant progress in the 
implementation of the Regulation, as confirmed by the increased number of checks made and 
sanctions applied for violations5 of the Regulation by the Member States. 
 
The Commission will continue its support to partner countries to benefit from the mechanism for 
Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation6. It also intends to further implement 
the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests, 
to strengthen capacities of local communities and indigenous peoples, to promote protected areas as 
well as to mainstream deforestation concerns in its cooperation programmes. The EU External 
Investment Plan7 provides another opportunity for increasing financial flows in legal and sustainable 
timber supply chains, as well as for shifting financing towards more sustainable practices in sectors 
driving deforestation, like agriculture. 
 

                                                      
1  COM/2003/0251 

2  Cameroon, Central African Republic, Ghana, Indonesia, Liberia, the Republic of the Congo, Honduras, 

Vietnam, with Indonesia issuing FLEGT licenses since 2018. 

3  Côte d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gabon, Guyana, Laos, Malaysia, Thailand 
4  Regulation (EU) No 995/2010 

5  http://ec.europa.eu/environment/forests/timber_regulation.htm 
6  https://redd.unfccc.int/fact-sheets/unfccc-negotiations.html 

7  https://ec.europa.eu/commission/eu-external-investment-plan_en 


