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Question for written answer E-004902/2018 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Annie Schreijer-Pierik (PPE) 

Subject: Preventing the spread of African swine fever into countries bordering on Belgium 

The outbreak of African swine fever (ASF) in Belgium is a matter of great concern to pig farmers and 
the food industry in neighbouring countries as well. At the same time, for years the authorities in those 
neighbouring countries have been ignoring the scientific recommendations regarding measures to 
combat ASF issued by the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)1. In the course of a recent 
television broadcast2 a member of the North Brabant Provincial Executive himself boasted of the 
failure over many years to keep wild boar numbers at zero3, an attitude which displays complete 
disregard for the current increase in the number of cases of ASF in the EU and the livelihoods of the 
region’s many pig farmers. 

1. Given the urgent nature of the situation, how does the Commission intend to raise with 
Member States bordering on Belgium the issue of their obligation to take effective preventive (health) 
measures to implement in full the EFSA’s recommendations concerning ASF, including a reduction in 
wild boar numbers or the elimination of wild boar in areas where it has been agreed that the population 
should be zero, in particular in cases where the regional authorities may have failed in their duty to 
keep the population under control4?  

2. What financial support will the Commission make available to cover the cost of slaughtering 
pigs, should that become necessary and compensation for pig farmers in the parts of north-west 
Europe affected by the disease, including farmers who suffer losses as a result of broader market 
disruption in neighbouring Member States? 

 

                                                      
1  African swine fever in wild boar, EFSA Journal 2018; 16(7):5344 
2  Johan van den Hout (SP, GUE-NGL), Member of the Provincial Executive with responsibility for the Nature, 

Water and the Environment, in: De Monitor, KRO-NCRV, ‘Wild Boar’, Tuesday, 11 September, NPO 2, 
21.25. 

3  Buiten de Veluwe en de Meinweg. Nota Jacht en Wildbeheer, Kamerstukken II 1992-1993, 22 980, nrs. 1-2. 
4  Cf. Art. 121 of the (Netherlands) Provinciewet (Law on Provinces). 


