EN
E-005226/2018
Answer given by Mr Andriukaitis
on behalf of the European Commission
(7.12.2018)

The Commission has no authority to comment on the outcome of judicial procedures in third
countries, involving products authorised for use in third countries, and wishes to recall that the United
States (US) trial took place in relation to a product authorised for the US market.
In December 2017, the Commission renewed the approval 1 of glyphosate - an active substance in a
number of plant protection products, among which is Roundup - for 5 years, based on the outcome of
the comprehensive scientific assessment conducted by Member States, the European Chemicals
Agency (ECHA) and the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA).
The Commission would like to recall that the Committee for Risk Assessment (RAC) of ECHA
concluded2 that based on the available scientific evidence, the criteria to classify glyphosate as
carcinogenic were not met. RAC also concluded that there is no evidence to classify glyphosate as
mutagenic or as toxic for reproduction. EFSA reached the same conclusion 3 in 2015 and further
concluded that no unacceptable effects on human or animal health and the environment are expected
when glyphosate is used properly.
Following the renewal of the approval in the EU, Member States are now reviewing each plant
protection product containing glyphosate, taking into account the conditions and restrictions set in the
renewed approval, to ensure that use of such products does not have any unacceptable effect on
human and animal health or the environment.
Furthermore, a full scale reassessment of glyphosate will begin in December 2019 if producers submit
a dossier to support further renewal of approval.
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