
1167467.EN PE 629.882 

Question for written answer E-005487/2018 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Pál Csáky (PPE) 

Subject: Compatibility of a Member State's legislation, which suspends the use of forest areas, 
with EU law 

1. Is a Member State’s piece of legislation1 – which is still in force and which, in the case of privately 
owned forest areas which were privatised during the post-communist compensation process, 
requires that, if the State subsequently disputes their ownership and refers to the absolute nullity of 
ownership in the lawsuits filed, the persons concerned must suspend management (whereby the 
State Forestry Office will guard the areas concerned free of charge), no benefits may be drawn by 
either party, and no compensation is paid until a final and non-appealable court judgement is 
delivered in favour of the private owner concerned  compatible with EU law (the principles of the 
fundamental economic freedoms, in particular, the principles of the free movement of capital and 
the freedom of establishment, the right to property, legal certainty and legitimate expectations in EU 
law as well as the provisions of the Common Agricultural Policy, the principle of proportionality and 
the requirements for the judicial review system operated by the EU’s legal system)? 

2. Does it change the Commission’s legal position if some of the persons concerned also hold the 
citizenship of other Member States and the private owners concerned are obliged to continue to 
pay the taxes on their areas throughout the period they are being guarded?  

3. Does it change the Commission’s position if the administrative and judicial practice relating to the 
application of this legislation implies, in a number of cases, that after court judgements favourable 
to the owners concerned in the Member State have been closed, the Member State’s bodies make 
economic activities impossible (in the forest areas concerned) for EU citizens by presenting legal 
arguments similar to those in the lawsuits which have already failed, and by filing new lawsuit(s)? 

                                                      
1  Act Legea 374/2006 (Romania) on the suspension of forestry activities for forest owners to whom the 

documents under Article III(1) of the Act amending and supplementing Forestry Acts 169/1997 and 18/1991 
were issued. Articles 3 and 4 


