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Subject:	Olive fly in Sicily
Sicily is the third most important region in Italy for olive oil production, but the 2018 forecasts are poor: according to Coldiretti, production will fall by 25% in 2018 (below 40 000 tonnes). 
To aggravate the situation, there have also been phytosanitary emergencies, from Xylella to parasite attacks. Of these parasites, the so-called oil fly, which is facilitated by weather conditions, is of particular note. 
This parasite raises acidity levels, meaning the oil affected by the fly has to be more carefully separated from the unspoiled oil, which is necessary for obtaining a PDO, resulting in an increase in costs. 
Elsewhere, there are also verified cases of olive oil, extracted in 2018, selling at below EUR 7 per litre, a sure sign that fraud is taking place at the expense of an area of production that is already in crisis due to climatic factors, plant diseases and unfair competition. 
In the light of the above, can the Commission say:
1.	How it intends to support Italian and Sicilian olive producers during this difficult time of crisis, particularly in tackling parasites?
2.	If it intends to allocate special funding to support this area of production and, if so, how will it be accessed? 
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