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The Commission is aware of the practices referred to by the Honourable Member. The EU has 
established comprehensive rules to protect individuals' privacy and personal data.

Individuals whose personal data are processed benefit from the rights provided by the General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR)1, including a right to object and to withdraw consent. The GDPR 
requires that processing be lawful, transparent, and that personal data be collected for specified, 
explicit and legitimate purposes. The transparency obligation requires controllers to inform individuals 
notably about the purposes of the processing and the categories of personal data concerned.

In addition, Directive 2002/58/EC (the ePrivacy Directive)2 complements and particularises the GDPR 
in the electronic communications sector. Notably, Article 5(3) provides that the storing of information 
or the gaining of access to the information already stored in the terminal equipment is allowed when 
the user has been provided with clear and comprehensive information, inter alia, about the purposes 
of the processing, and given consent. Consent is not required if such storage or access is necessary 
to transmit the communication or to provide an information society service requested by a user.

The ePrivacy Directive refers to the GDPR as far as the information to be provided and the validity of 
consent are concerned3.

Monitoring of the application of data protection legislation is a competence of national authorities and 
courts, without prejudice to the competences of the Commission as guardian of the Treaties. The Irish 
Data Protection Commissioner has published a statement indicating that it has asked Google for 
information in order to assess the case and take all appropriate steps4. 

1 Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 on the protection of 
natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data, and 
repealing Directive 95/46/EC (General Data Protection Regulation), OJ L 119, 4.5.2016, p. 1–88.

2 Directive 2002/58/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 July 2002 concerning the 
processing of personal data and the protection of privacy in the electronic communications sector (Directive 
on privacy and electronic communications), as amended by Directive 2009/136/EC.

3 Articles 4(11) and 7 GDPR apply in this respect.

4 https://www.dataprotection.ie/en/news-media/press-releases/statement-data-protection-commission-google-
and-use-location-data.


